
Matthew 4:4
“But he answered and said, 
It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceedeth out 
of  the mouth of  God.”
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“Another Old Ending to Mark’s Gospel.
Some manuscripts and early translations 
have both this shorter ending and the 

longer one (verses 9-20).”
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Smaller and in italics
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Development of the Greek Text
Used in the New English Versions
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The Heart of the Issue:
Which Greek Text?

Vaticanus Sinaiticus

Eclectic
Greek

NEW
VERSIONS

5000+ mss.

Textus
Receptus

KJV
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AGE or ACCESS?
New Version
Position

KJV
Position

“older is 
better”

“access is
required”
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Copyists errors?
New Version
Position

KJV
Position

“older is better” “access is
required”

Additions 
are likely

Omissions
are likely
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Who decides?
New Version
Position

KJV
Position

“older is better” “access is
required”

Additions are 
likely

Ommissions
are likely

Man’s
Wisdom

God’s
Preservation
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